The Chapel International Sunday School
Biblical Financial Series Part 1
God’s Ownership

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rustdestroy and where thieves break
in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. -

Matthew 6:19-21

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. -Matthew 6:24

One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, follow me. -Luke 18:22

“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the earth and all who dwell therein.” - Psalm 24:1

For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. | know all the birds of the hills, and
all that moves in the field is mine. If | were hungry, | would not tell you, for the world and its fuliness are

mine. - Psalm 50:10-12

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that
is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head
above all. **Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and
might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. -1 Chronicles 29:11-12

Questions about God’s ownership
1. Are there things that we often think belong to us instead of God?
2. What are some ways that we can recognize God’s ownership?

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by" him all things were created, in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all
things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold

together. - Colossians 1:15-17

Naked | came from my mother's womb, and naked shall | return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken
away; blessed be the name of the LORD. —Job 1:20-21

““For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants* and entrusted to them his
property. > To one he gave five talents,'! to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.
Then he went away. **He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he
made five talents more. " So also he who had the two talents made two talents more.”* But he who had
received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money.”” Now after a long time
the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. * And he who had received the five
talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here |
have made five talents more.” * His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.” You have
been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” 2 And he also who
had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here | have made



two talents more.” ® His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” **He also who had
received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you
did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, ®so | was afraid, and | went and hid your
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.””® But his master answered him, ‘You wicked

and stothful servant! You knew that | reap where | have not sown and gather where | scattered no
seed? ¥ Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming | should have
received what was my own with interest. *So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the
ten talents. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the
one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. * And cast the worthless servant into the outer
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” —Matthew 25:14-28

Questions about the passage:

1. What does this teach us about God’s ownership of everything?
2. What does this teach us about our role?

3. What is God teaching you through this story?



